Enjoy the Trans Pennine Trail and help
others to do so
CYCLISTS
•• The TPT should not be used for racing or speed trials
•• On canal towpaths abide by the Canals & Rivers Trust
code
•• Please be prepared to dismount on restricted sections
•• On bridleway sections, cyclists should give way to
other users
CYCLISTS AND HORSE RIDERS
•• Warn others when you approach from behind-call
politely or use a bell/hooter
•• Slow down when approaching other users
•• Helmets and high visibility clothing will add to your
•• safety

Further details can be obtained by contacting
the following:
TRANS PENNINE TRAIL OFFICE
PO BOX 597, BARNSLEY S70 9EW
01226 772 574
info@transpenninetrail.org.uk
t TPT_NATIONAL
f TransPennineTrailNationalOffice
For further information on the National
Cycle Network visit www.sustrans.org.uk

www.transpenninetrail.org.uk

Walk it, Cycle it, Ride it

www.transpenninetrail.org.uk/friends
The Friends of the Trans Pennine Trail is a voluntary
group who support the project in many ways,
including the production of this leaflet.
We invite you to show your support by joining the
Friends of the Trans Pennine Trail.

HORSE RIDERS
•• Use only sections of the Trail where horses are allowed
•• Do not use the Trail unless you can control your horse
•• Do not canter or gallop on shared sections
•• Avoid damaging surfaces
ALL USERS
•• Plan your route ahead and follow signs
•• Where different paths are signed for different user
groups please keep to yours
•• If in a group please do not walk or ride across the
whole width of the path, travel in single file
•• Take care where the TPT crosses or follows roads
•• Take all your litter home and be careful with cigarette
ends due to risk of fire
•• Dog owners-please clean up after your pet and do not
spoil the route for others
•• Keep dogs under control, preferably on a short lead,
especially where farm animals are present
•• Leave gates as you find them

Every effort has been made to create a
route suitable for all permitted users but
our partnership relies on everyone showing
consideration to each other.

Walkers and cyclists can use the whole TPT with horse
riders too on many sections. Easy gradients and
surfaced paths make much of the Trail suitable for
people using wheelchairs or pushchairs or anybody
that likes the going easy.
It runs coast to coast between Southport and
Hornsea, linking the ports of Liverpool and Hull.
Towns and cities across the north of England are
connected by vibrant countryside, canal towpaths
and disused railways. The Trail is 215 miles between
Southport and Hornsea with a total route mileage of
370 including Spurs to Leeds, Chesterfield, York and
Kirkburton.

The Trans Pennine Trail is a national
multi user route.

WAKEFIELD

THE TRANS PENNINE TRAIL
USER CODE
ATTRACTIONS IN THE AREA
Methley Joint Railway

At Bottom Boat the Trail follows the route of the former
Methley Joint Railway which opened in 1865. The railway
served the local collieries of Foxholes and Newmarket as
well as providing a link between the Pontefract to Leeds line
and the Wakefield to Leeds line. The railway line closed to
passengers in 1957 and to freight on 23 February 1981.

Bottom Boat

As the name suggests there was once a crossing of the river
here, with a ferry crossing the River Calder to Altofts. The
ferry was known as the ‘bottom boat’, as opposed to the ‘top
boat’ which was at Stanley Ferry, and operated from at least
the 1600s to 1920.

Outwood and Stanley

Once a forest covered the fields at Stanley – the Great Out
Wood (Outwood). Today the farmland around Lofthouse and
Outwood is part of the ‘Rhubarb Triangle’, the area between
Wakefield, Morley and Rothwell famous for its forced rhubarb.
A Rhubarb Festival is held every February in Wakefield city
centre to celebrate this culinary delight and its links to the
local area.

Stanley Marsh Nature Reserve

Wakefield

In the middle ages the city was happily nicknamed the
“Merrie City”. The prominent landmark of the Wakefield
Cathedral has the tallest spire in Yorkshire, standing at 75m
tall.
On the edge of the city you will find the ruins of Sandal Castle
standing in a commanding position overlooking the Calder
Valley. The Castle was the Royalist stronghold during the War
of the Roses and scene of the Battle of Wakefield which took
place on Wakefield Green below the castle on 30th Dec 1460,
when Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York was killed.
Wakefield was an important market town and centre for
trade in wool, corn and cattle. Later, in addition to textiles,
the industries supporting coal mining were important, such
as engineering and rope making. Wakefield is now a thriving
cultural centre with many restaurants and bars together with
The Hepworth Wakefield and nearby Yorkshire Sculpture Park
which are well worth a visit.

Heath Common

Heath Common was once open land where the ‘commoners’
grazed their cattle. Surrounded by the beautiful village
of Heath and the houses built in the 17th, 18th and 19th
centuries, the village is a conservation area. Unsuccessful
attempts to enclose the common in the 1840s has ensured
that the common has retained its ‘open’ character ever since.

Walton

Southern Washlands Nature Corridor

Today it is a local nature reserve, managed to protect and
improve its habitats for the benefit of wildlife. There is always
something different to see with the changing seasons - spring
sees the arrival of the cuckoo and watch out for a grass snake
basking in the summer sunshine. The Park boasts a variety of
wildflowers including Common Spotted and Southern Marsh
Orchids.

There has been a river crossing here since Roman times.
Admire the aqueduct taking the Aire and Calder Navigation
over the river - built from cast iron, opened in 1839, it is now
a scheduled ancient monument. Today Stanley Ferry Marina
offers picturesque moorings on the canal and a pleasant
place to stop for refreshment .

Until the closure of Walton Pit in 1979 this site was an active
coal mine, which in the 1930’s employed over 1,200 men.

Stanley Marsh came about after the Second World War,
due to the clogging up of surface water drains and mining
subsidence. The well-marked path around the local nature
reserve takes you through shady woodland and a wildlife
meadow. As well as the ducks and swans on the open water
you might spot a nuthatch, a greater spotted woodpecker, or
even a bank vole if you are quiet.

Stanley Ferry

The Trail passes Stanley Ferry Flash in the north, and the
Southern Washlands Nature Reserve, the Ashfields site, to the
Half Moon Lake to in the south. The area is a good place to
see interesting wildfowl, particularly winter visitors, such as
goldeneye, greenshank and green sandpiper.
The spring and summer months are when the grassland
comes alive with wildflowers; look out for butterflies and
dragonflies.

Walton Nature Park

The village is celebrated as the home of Charles Waterton,
who lived at Walton Hall. Waterton was a naturalist and
traveller who, on returning from Guyana and Brazil in the
1820s, started to protect the wildlife on his estate, building a
wall to keep the poachers out. At one time the Hall was used
as a maternity hospital but is now a hotel. You can find out
more about the fascinating life of Charles Waterton and his
pioneering work to create the world’s first nature reserve at
Wakefield Museum.

The Barnsley Canal

Opened in 1799, the canal carried coal from Barnsley to the
Aire and Calder Canal at Wakefield and grain in the reverse
direction. Charles Waterton refused to allow the canal to go
through his estate. Consequently the canal passes through
a deep cutting and is one of the most attractive areas on the
Trail. Wintersett and Cold Hiendley reservoirs were built to
supply water to the canal. Trade on the canal dropped due
to the growth of railways but the canal remained profitable
until 1942. The canal finally closed in 1953 and is now a Site
of Scientific Interest.

Haw Park Wood

Located between the Barnsley Canal and Anglers Country
Park is Haw Park Wood, a local nature reserve. Between
1940 and 1960, the ancient woodland was planted with
fast growing softwoods such as pine and larch, to supply
timber to the local coal mining industry. Wakefield Council is
working to return the woodland to native species such as oak.
The wide woodland paths are important for the biodiversity,
creating open habitats important for butterflies and other
wildlife.

Anglers Country Park

The park was created on the restoration of one of the deepest
opencast mines in Europe. Now it has Green Flag status recognising it as one of the best parks in the country. There
is always something to see whatever the season. Spring sees
the arrival of the swifts and the swallows, and in autumn
the overwintering wildfowl arrive, such as widgeon and
goldeneye. The park has a café, play area and toilets. Bike
hire is available and a fun ‘Room on the Broom’ book trail is a
popular activity for young children and families.

Rabbit Ings Country Park

The country park is located on the former colliery yard and
spoil heap of the Monkton Colliery and then the Royston Drift
Mine. Enjoy the spectacular views from the top of the hill. A
striking image of a rabbit is carved on the hillside which can
be seen from miles around. At the foot of the hill, woodland
and wetland provide a marvellous variety of habitats for
wildlife. There is an extensive network of footpaths and tracks
for cycling, with a bridleway and canter track for horse riders
to use.
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The Wakefield section of the Trans Pennine
Trail is on the spur from the main east –west
route to Leeds. Passing through the district’s
countryside it is notable that the landscape has
been shaped by industry – former coal mines
are now reclaimed into wonderful parks, the
disused Barnsley Canal and former railway
lines glorious traffic-free green corridors. The
district boasts wonderful visitor attractions; the
National Coal Mining Museum, The Hepworth
Wakefield and Yorkshire Sculpture Park,
heritage sites including Nostell Priory, Sandal
Castle, Pontefract Castle and for fun seekers
Xscape at Castleford.
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Changing places availability at:
Anglers Country Park
Haw Park Lane, Wintersett,
Wakefield, WF4 2EB
www.wakefield.gov.uk
Sun Lane Leisure
Sun Lane, Wakefield,
WF1 1JD
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/sport-and-leisure/
leisure-centres-and-swimming/sun-lane-leisure
Trinity Walk Shopping Centre
Market Walk, Wakefield,
WF1 1QR
https://www.trinitywalk.com/accessibility

Sm

Notton

Royston



Hotel & Bed & Breakfast

ne

et La
Chev

Car Park suitable for horse boxes

an

2

Public Toilets
P

Wintersett
Reservoir

Cold Hiendley
Reservoir

k
Par
HawLane

Cafe
Car Park

8

Wintersett

13

Railway Station

P

i

P

Barnsley Canal

B6

Places of Interest

Way

Waterton Countryside
Discovery Centre &
Anglers Country Park

Walton Hall
Haw Park Wood
Local Nature Reserve

Other Roads

den
How

3
A6

ane

Overtown

Lane

A61

Sike L

Co

A Road

Waterton
Park Hotel

e

ad

Ro

Wakefield Kirkgate

Walton

an

nL

o
mm

ns

u

Br

Crofton

re
St

P

Greenside

Chevet Lane

Motorway

oad

8
37
B6378

Steep Ramp

Train line

B6

ne
nsha
w La

Stepped Bridge - Bike wheeling ramp

National Cycle Network

et

ck
wi

P

Oake

Link path

67

Walton Colliery
Nature Park

ay
L

67

TPT horse route

Alternative route - avoiding stepped bridge

Sun Lane
Leisure

P

ad

Ro

ton
Lin

e
Lodg
Park

Pete
rs

Sandal & Agbrigg

A638

d

Sh

TPT cyclist route

Link to Sandal &
Agbrigg Station
(Suitable for walkers
& cyclists only)

r Roa

ay
Marsh W

TPT walkers route

Street

on R

caste

A61

Key

Stanle
y

Wo
o

Bla

en

rd
Ba

ou

ad
ck Ro

Don

ad

y Ro

Heath
Common

g
od
kL

dh

Hell Lane

Stan
le

P

e

an

eL

ell La
Jacob’s W

Barnsley

Trans Pennine Trail south to Barnsley, Sheffield,
Rotherham and Chesterfield and connection
with coast to coast TPT route between Liverpool,
Doncaster and Hull
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